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Meajure for Meafitre. 


Lhc. Sir ,1 know him, and I louc him. 

D**^. Louc talkes with beacr knowicdge,& know- 
ledge with dearc loue. 

Lm* Come Sir, I know what I know. 

I can hardly belecuc that, finceyou know not 
what you fpeakc. Bur if cuer the Dukeretornc (zs our 
praters are he may) let mee defirc you to make your an- 
fwer before him : if it bee boneft you hauc fpoke, you 
j haue coura gc c&maintaine it ; 1 am bound to call vppon 
you, sad I pray* you your name ? 

Ltie* Sir my name n JLft?io 7 vtz\ known to the Duke. 

*Bt4ke* Fk (ball know you better S\x 7 if I may line to 
report you, 

Luc* Ifeareyounor. 

Dtskf. O, you hope the Duke will returne no more: 
or you imagine me tovnhunfuU anoppoiitcLbut indeed 
I can doe you little harme : YouMI for-fweare this a- 
gaine > 

Lm m He behang'dfirft : Thouartr dcceiuM in mee 
Friar* But no more of this : Canft thou tell if CUttdto 
die to morrow, or no > 

Duke, Why flv>uld he die Sir > 

Lm m Why? For filling a bottle with aTunncdilli : 
I would the Duke we talke of were returned a gaine: this 
vngenkur s d Agent will vn-peopie theprouince with 
Conchiencie. Sparrowes muft not build in his houfe* 
ccuesjbec&ufethey are lecherous; The Duke yet would 
haue darke deeds d3rkclie anfwered, hee would ncuer 
bring them to light: would hee werevcturnM, Marrie 
this 0axdiQ is condemned for vntruffing. Far well good 
Friar, Iprcthee pray forme : The Duke (1 fay to thee 
agaiae),would eate.MuEton on Fridaies. Hc^nowpaft 
it, yet (and I fay to thee) hee would month vvifh a beg- 
gar, though fhefraelt browne-brcad andGarlicke: fay 
thatl faid fo : Farewell. Sxki 

Duke- No- might, nor greatneflfe in mortality 
Can cenfure fcape : Back-wounding cahimnie 
The whiteft vemie ftrikes* What King fo ftrongj 
Can tic the gallvp in the flanderous tong ? 
But who comes heerc? 

Enter Efdilm^ *Prwmfl\ md Bawd* 

Efc* Go, away with her to prifon. 

Bawd* Good my Lord be good to mee, your Honor 
is accounted a merciful! man ; good my Lord. 

Sfc* Double, and trebble admonition, andffillfor- 
fctte in the fame kinde? This would make mercy fweare 
and play the Tirant. 

Pro. A Bawd ofeleuenyearcs continuance, may it 
pleafc your Honor. 

Bawd, My Lord, this is one Lmiot information a- 
gainft me, Miftris Km Keepe-downewtas with childe by 
him in the Dukes time, he promised her marriage i his 
Childe is a yeerc and a quarter olde comeThiltp and/rf- 
cob : I haue kept itmyfelfe; and fee how hee goes about 
to abufe me. 

Efc* That fellow is a fellow of much Licenfe : Let 
him be eall*d before vs, Away with her to prifon : Goe 
too* no more- words. Prouoft, my Brother *Angtto will 
not be akcr'd, Claudia muft die to morrow : Let himbc 
furnifh'd with DiumeSj3iid haue ail charitable prepara- 
tion- Ifmy brOEhcr wrought by my pitic r itftouldnot 
be fo with .him. 

Pro. So pleafe you, this Friai: hath beene with him, 
and aduis'd him for rh'entcn^rtmenr of death, 

£/K Good'tuen, good Father, 

Duks* Bliffe, and goodo*fleonyou, 


Efi* Of whence are you ? 

I>a%Noi of this Countrie,though my chance is now 
To vfe it for my time : I am a brother 
Of gracious Order, late eomefrotn the Sea, 
In fpeciall bulineflefrom his Holincffe. 
Efi P What newes abroad i'th Wofld ? 
f ^>ftks- None, but that there is fo great a Feauot on 
goodneffe 3 that the diffolution of it muft cure it * pj^ 
uekic is ooely in rcqueft, and as it is as dangerous to frg 
aged in any kinde of courfe, as ittsvertuous lobecon* 


ftant in any vndcrtaking. There is fcarfe truth 


aliue to make Societies fecure, but Securitie cnouoh^ 
miske FeUowflnps accurft; Much vpon this riddlerup, 
the wifedome of the world This newes is old enough 
yet it is cueriedaies newes* IprayyouSi^of what djf! 
pofitionwas the Duke? * 

Efi. One, that abouc all other ftrifes. 
Contended efperially to know himfelfc- 
*Dftkf. What pleafure was he giuen to ? 
Efc Rather reioycing to fee another merry, then 
' menric at anie thing which profeft to make him rcioice 
A Gentleman of all temperance* Butlcauewec him to 
his eucntSj with a piaier they may proue profperous & 
let me defirc to know, how you finde CUndw prepaid ? 
I am made to vnderfiand , that you haue lent him vifit a > 
lion. 

D&kf* He profeffes to haue recciued no finifler mea* 
fure from bisludgc, but moft willingly humbles hiitu 
felfe to the determination of luftict : yet had he framed 
to himfelfe (by the ioftruftion of his frailty) manic de- 
ccyuing promifts of Jife, which J (by my good Jeifure) 
haue diicredited to him, and now is he rcfoiu*d todie t 

£fi. You haue paid theheauens your Funftioti, and 
the prifonertheveriedebtof yourCalling, Ihaueh^ 
bour'd for the poorcGentleman^o the extremeft more 
of my modeftie,bu[ my brother-Iuft ice haue I fosnilfo 
feuere,that he hath forced me to tell him, hee isiudcedi 
Iuflicc, 

*X)Hke* Ifhisowneilife^ 
Anfwere the ftraunefTcof his proceeding, 
It fhall become him well; wherein if he chance tofaile 
he hath fentene'd himfelfe. 

Ifc I am going to vifit the prifoncr, Fate you wIL 

2>w%, Peace be with you. 
He who thefword of Heaucn will beare, 
Should be as holy, as feucare : 
Patterne in himfelfe to know, 
Grace to tiand, and Vertue go : 
More, nor lefle to others paying, 
Then by felfc-oflfences weighing. 
Shame to him, whofccruell (hiking 
Kilsfor faults of his owne liking : 
Twice trcbble fhame on Angeto 7 
To vveede my vice, and let his grow. 
Oh,what may Man within hinahide, 
Though Angel on the outward fide? 
How may likeaeffe made in crimes, 
Making praftife on the Timei, \ 
To draw with ydleSpiders firing* 
Moftponderous and fubftantiall ihtogi ? 
Craft againft vice, I muft applie* 
With Angih to night fhall lye 
His eld betroathed (but defpifed:) 
So difguife (hall by tfi'difguifed 
Pay with fal£hood,falfe exafting, 

performe an olde contraftinf, 3?** 
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JBus Quartus. Sccena Trima. 


iomaKe oau, gooo , anu g«ou piuuuatvt h«iuim 
[prayyou tell me,hach any body cnquif'd for mee here 
;oday ; much vpon this time haue I promiPd here to 


Enter Tttarut*** andBoj fmging. 

Song. 7*%, ° h th °f* fi f s 4W *y* 

that fo fmstly wereforfwerm, 

Andthofe tyes t the break? of day 

lights thte doe miflMd the M&me ; 

Tut my ktfes bring agawej?rivg 

Scdlis tflmtfimfedtl m vainejidd ixvmne. 

Enter Dtikf * 

jW^.Breakeoff thy long /and harte thee quick away^ 
Here comes a man of cornfort^vhoicaduicc 
Hath often ftilfd my brawling difconteiit, 
1 cry you mercie,Sir,and well could with 
You had not found me here fo muficalL 
Let me excufe me, and bclecue me fo, 
My mirth it much difpleaf d,butpleaf'd my woe. 

D*4Tis good j though Mufick oft hath fnch a charm c 
To make bad, good ; and good prouoake to harmc, 
I] 

to day 
mectc. 

Mar. You haue not bin cnquir T d at^r : I banc fat 
here all day, 

Bnterlfdet 

hnhc I doc confiantly belceueyou : die time is come 
euen now. I fhallcraue your forbearance alittlc,may be 
I will call vpon you anone for fome aduantagc to your 
fclfc. 

Mat. lamalwayesboundtoyou, Sxtt. 

D&kz Very well mct 3 and well come : 
What is the newes from this good Deputief . 

Ifab. He hath a Garden circummur'd with Br i eke* 
Whofewcfterne fide is with a Vineyard "back'c ; 
And to that Vineyard is a planched gate, 
That makes his opening with this bigger Key : 
This other doth command a little doore, 
Which from the Vineyard to the Garden leades, 
There haue I made my promife, vpon the 
Heauy mi die of the uight,to call vpon him. 

'Z)«^ But fhall you on your knowledge find this way? 

Ifab* I haue t'ane a du e.and wary note vpon't, 
With whifpcr.ing,and moft guilcicdiligcncCj 
In aftion all ofprecept,he did fliow m,c 
The way twice ore. 

V#k* Are there no other tokens 
Betweene you *greed,conccrning her obferuance? 

Ifek No : none butonely arepairc kW darke, 
And thatl haue poffe ft himjmy moft ftay 
Canbcbutbrjcfe:Tor I haue made him know, 
I haue a Seruant comes With me along 
That ftaies vpon me ; whofe perfwafion is, 
I come about my Brother, 

P*k* Tis well borne Tp, 
I hauc not yet made known* to M&rim& 

Enter MArfana. 
A word of this : what hoa 7 within; comcfonh, 
I pray you be acquainted with this Maid, 
She comes to doe you good* 

Ifd* Idocdcfirethelike- 

D*k* Doyouperfwade yonr felfe that I refpeS you? 


Mar, Good Frier, 1 know you do,and hauc found it. 

Dft{e. Take then this your companion by the hand 
Who hath a ftortfc readie for your care : 
I {hall attend your Jeifure, but make hafte 
The vaporous night approaches, 

A&ir. Wik pleafc you walke afide. Exit. 

Bme* Oh Placc,and gfeatnes : millions of falfc eies 
Areftucke vpon thee: volumes of report 
Run with thcfcfalfe, and moft contr ar ions Que 
Vpon thy doings : thoufand efcapes of wi t 
Make thee the father of their idle dreame, 
And racke thee in their fancies. Welcome ; how agreed ? 
Enter Mariana md Ifitbella. 

Ifak Shee'il take the enterprae vpon her father, 
If you ad u ifc ir» 

2)u(^ m Iris not my coiifcnt ? 
But my entreaty too* 

Ipit Little haue you to lay 
Wheivyou depart from him, but foft aijd low* 
Remember now my brother, 

Mar. Fearc me not. 

'DhL Nor gentfe daughter, feare you not at all : 
He is your husband on a pre- contract ; 
To bring you thus rogecher'tis no finnc, 
Siththitthe lufticcofyonr title to him 
Doth flourifh the deceit , Come, let vs goc* 
Our Corned to reapc,for yet our Tithes to low. Exemt. 


Scena Secunda* 


Enter Preuofi and fflswxe, 

pro. Come hither firha; can you cut off a mans head? 

Cl&. If the man be a Bachelor Sir,! can ; 
But ilhe be a married man, he's his wiues head, 
And I can neuer cut off a womans head. 

Pro. Come ik,lcaue mc your fnatches, and yeeld ir ; ee 
a direct anfwere. To morrow morning are to die Cik&i 
di& and Barnardinc : heere is in our prifon a common exc~ 
cuttoner, who in his office lacks a helper, if you will take 
it on youtoaffift him, it fhall redcemeyou from your 
Gyucs :if not,you Oiall haue your full time ofimprifou- 
meat, and your deliuerance with an vnpittied whipping; 
for you haue beene a notorious bawd. 

Cl&* Sir, I haue beene an vnlawftdl bawd. time out of 
mindcj but yet I will bee content to bealawfull hang- 
man : I would bee glad to receiue Come inftrudlion from 
my fellow partner. 

Pr<r m What boa, Abhor fan : wh ere** Ahhorfon there ? 
Enter Abhorfm, 

Ahh. Doe you call fir? 

*Pro m Sirha^hete^s a fellow will helpe you to morrow 
in your execution : if you thinkeit meet^compound with 
him by the yeere, and let him abide here with you } if not, 
vfe him for theprefent , and difmiffe him, hec cannot 
plead his eftimation with you i he hath beene a Bawd. 

Abk A Bawd Sir? fie vjonhim,hc will difcredit our 
myfterie. 

Prs. Goe too Sir, you walghequallie: a feather will 
turne the Scale, £xi$> 

Cle* Pray fir, by your good fauor : forfurely fir, a 
good fatior you haue.but that you haue a hanging look : 
Doc you call fir,your occupation a My flerie ? 

G z Ahh* T, 


